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P astor Fred Melton recently spoke to us about 
the ELCA ’s World Hunger Program. He also 
explained that for money collected for World 

Hunger, he could obtain a dollar-for-dollar match up 
to $500. Are you up to the challenge? Last month we 
started a Noisy Change collection for World Hunger. 
Please place your donations of coins, bills, or checks 
(payable to Grace Lutheran Church, with World Hun-
ger on the memo line). If you choose to use the enve-
lopes in the pews, please write World Hunger on the 
outside. Pastor Melton will be back with us for Sun-
day Worship at the end of August and we hope to 
give him the donations then. 

ELCA WORLD  
HUNGER PROGRAM 

 

  
 

 
 

F or: Peace in Israel, the Holy Land, and Ukraine, 
Erin Cranston (daughter of Melissa & Peter 
Corbin and granddaughter of Donald & Nancy 

Zepp and Evelyn Corbin), Rebecca Lesher, All whose 
lives are impacted by violence, Amber Vitanovec, 
Rusty Towers, Shelly Kapitan (friend of Linda Nabb – 
undergoing cancer treatment), Dick Filbird, Nadia 
Schlotzhauer, Kevin, Calvin Alt (friend of Michelle 
Bullock and Melissa & Peter Corbin), Mollie Kil-
bourne (mother of Jay Kilbourne), Laura Jahn and fam-
ily (cancer treatment), Ben Biers, Faith Howarth, Nan-
cy and Don Zepp, Pat, Suzanne, Joe (friend of Jan Krut 
– esophageal cancer). 

 
 
 

 
 
 

F or those who grieve: Friends and family of Diane 
Lusby’s husband, Brendon. 
 

 
 

F or the Church throughout the world and our bish-
ops: Bishop Bill Gohl, Presiding Bishop Yehiel 
Curry, Hope Lutheran Church (Wilmington 

DE), LCS, and the Lutheran Church world-wide. 

THE PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION 

     We lift up those in special need of God's hope and healing . . . 

 

 

 

 

 

CHOIR REHEARSAL TO RESUME 
NEXT MONTH 

L ooking ahead, choir rehearsal will resume 
on Sunday September 13 at 8:45 a.m.  
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Grace Council Meeting 
June 15, 2026 

 
President Jan Krut convened the Grace Council meeting at 6:00 
PM. In attendance were Jan Krut, Amber Vitanovec, Vicki Zobel, 
Dieter Bauer, Chuck Midyett, and Linda Nabb. 
 
Opening Devotions- Linda Nabb opened with prayer.  
 
2. Approval of Minutes and Review of Work Session - The 

minutes of the May 18, 2026 Council meeting were re-
viewed. Chuck moved to approve the minutes as presented, 
Amber seconded the motion, and the minutes were ap-
proved unanimously. 

3.Reports –  
    A. Treasurer’s – Linda pointed out highlights from the various 

parts of the Treasurer’s Report, previously emailed to the 
Council. The report was accepted by the Council. 

    B. Supply Pastors for Next Few Weeks – Jan reported she has 
a supply pastor lined up for July 12. She will try to find sup-
ply pastors through the end of August, in case they are 
needed. July 5 will be a lay led service. 

4. Old Business  

    A. Dave Nicholson Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) - 
Mariana revised the previous MOU in accordance with the 
comments made at the previous Council meeting. She 
changed the language to provide an annual review, in lieu of 
an end date. It will be backdated to January 1, 2026. She 
reviewed the draft revised document with Dave, and he is in 
agreement. The MOU is in the process of being signed.  

    B. Annual Report to Synod – the form for the synod Annual 
Report is under revision and, therefore, cannot be complet-
ed until the revision is finished. 

5. New Business 

A. Summary of 6/8/26 meeting with Pastor Litton – As a 
result of the previous Council meeting, Pastor Litton 
contacted Pastor Klemmt (episcopal) about serving as 
an interim for Grace Church. He seemed interested 
and indicated the proposed $50,000 compensation 
was adequate. He did indicate to Pastor Litton that he 
needed housing because in this previous situation a 
rectory was provided. Pastor Litton asked Jan for a 
response about the housing situation by Tuesday, June 
16. Since Grace does not have a parsonage, Jan talked 
to Ron and Annabel Lesher about the interim using 
their guest house, and she put an item in the bulletin 
asking if anyone knew of housing. Jan and Linda visited 
the Lesher’s in their guest house, and the Lesher’s 
offered it as housing for the interim. Their guest house, 
however, does not have a kitchen. It currently has a 
small refrigerator, and a microwave could be placed 
there. Information about the guest house was re-
turned to Pastor Litton in an email, and she replied 
that at this point Grace should talk to Pastor Klemmt  

 

 

directly. If Grace offered the interim position to him, and 
he accepted, then Pastor Litton wanted to be notified to 
help prepare the agreement.  

Jan agreed to set up an in person meeting with Pastor 
Klemmt, so he and the council could discern if his place-
ment as the interim was agreeable with both parties and 
for him to see the guest house. 

B. Possible Grants to Supplement Grace Finances – Amber 
heard another church had received grant money for some 
of its activities. She will try to find out more information, 
and report back to the Council. Vicki has a friend who 
might be able to help write a grant request, once we have 
the information about the program. 

C. How to Communicate With Congregation  

     1. Status of Interim Pastor – Jan will continue to share 
news about the interim position, when there is 
something definitive to report. 

      2. Church Finances – monthly reporting – Based upon 
Mariana’s report, Linda will draft something simple 
for the various Grace media opportunities to in-
form the congregation that our revenues are not 
meeting our expenses. The goal is to inform the 
congregation and encourage members to review 
their personal contributions. 

D.  Summer Celebration for the Neighborhood- Amber 
shared an idea she had about having a small summer cele-
bration on the church lawn for our neighbors. Several ideas 
about activities, refreshments, and promotion were dis-
cussed. A tentative date of Saturday, July 18,  from 1-3 p.m. 
was set. Amber will look into this further, and Linda offered 
to help her. 

E. Blessing Box – Vicki asked if there would be a simpler 
way for her to purchase items for the Blessing Box other 
than her purchasing them and then handing in the receipts 
for reimbursement. A gift card, in the range of $200 -$250, 
paid for from church funds set aside for the Blessing Box, 
was suggested. The card would be purchased, given to Vic-
ki, and she would turn-in  the receipts for the items pur-
chased with the card.  

6. For Information Only- 

     A. Cross Wreaths on the Front Church Doors – Cheryl Mid-
yett is changing the decorations on the front door crosses 
to recognize the summer season.  

     B. The church elevator will soon have its annual inspection. 

7. Next Meeting Date – The July Grace Council meeting date 
has been set for Monday, July 20, 6:00 p.m. 

8. Adjournment & Lord’s Prayer – Having no further business, 
the meeting concluded with the Lord’s Prayer. 



 

 Page 3 



 

 Page 4 

Our Mission: “Grace Lutheran Church, a 
welcoming community of believers, proclaims the 

Gospel of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, 
equipping disciples to serve our congregation, 

community, and the world.” 

David A. Nicholson, Organist & Choir Director 
Felice Scher, Office Administrator 
 
Jan Krut, Council President 
Amber Vitanovec, Vice President 
Vicki Zobel, Secretary 
Dieter Bauer 
Charles Midyett 
Melissa Corbin, Financial Secretary 
Mariana Lesher, Treasurer 
Linda Nabb, Recording Secretary 
 
Gracevine is published for members and 
friends of Grace Lutheran Church.  
Member of Delaware-Maryland Synod, ELCA 

August 
Birthdays 

Scan for website 

5 Beatrice Conrad 
6 Linda Nabb 
12 Marlyn Moore 
13 Evelyn Corbin 
17 Michelle Bullock 
17  Vicki Zobel 
28 Trish Hargrove 
31  Chuck Midyett 

Aug 1   Nancy & Don Zepp 

Happy 
Anniversary 

 

 

 

SUNDAY  

SEPT 13 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

SATURDAY SEPT 12 

2-4 PM 

 

END OF SUMMER  

KIDS FUN DAY 

MARK YOUR CALENDARS! 


